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Laura and I puzzled for many weeks over which of
Evelyn’s endless letters and articles to include in our
book. We could not include everything that came from
her pen or her word processor, because what Evelyn
created could easily have been a book in itself. But
what you are about to read is one of her writings that is
particularly significant in this day and age of corporate
assault on the world’s precious natural resources.

To set the stage, let me take you back to the spring
of 1992, when the DNR was fumbling around with
the endangered species issue. Evelyn was feeling ter-
ribly discouraged at that time. She was 74 years old
and knew her health was deteriorating. But even

more important to her was the fact that the mining
problem loomed larger than ever. In her exasperation,
she had to show what she really believed.

So in her own quiet way, she methodically and pre-
cisely listed her feelings in a document she called the
Declaration of Independence from Corporation Oppres-
sion and Destruction (Figures 104-1 and 104-2). She
did not resort as I would have to calling the despoilers
of our earth “buzzards” or worse. But rather she made
her point in a dignified, respectful manner, using the
format and many of the same phrases and sentences
found in the original Declaration of Independence. Her
feeling was that just as our forefathers declared their

Evelyn Pens the Declaration of
Independence from Corporation

Oppression and Destruction

C H A P T E R  1 0 4

Figure 104-1. Roscoe
Churchill is seen here in
his home, standing next to
Evelyn’s Declaration of
Independence from
Corporation Oppression
and Destruction (Photo by
Laura Furtman of Webster,
WI, February 2005).
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freedom from foreign oppression, we had to do the
same in order to preserve those freedoms given with
the Declaration of Independence signed by them.

I remember how surprised I was when she showed
me what she had written. I knew she was working on
something but had no idea of the magnitude of the
project. We decided to have the whole thing profes-
sionally typeset by Cloverland Press, the same printer
that did such a nice job for us over the years on the
Real Flambeau News. The final document looked very

official and reflected the fact that Evelyn had spent
many hours composing it.

I feel a bit choked up as I sit here writing this
story, thinking of Evelyn’s efforts to try and bring jus-
tice to a world dominated by multinational corpora-
tions. Even as it became harder for her to do the
kinds of physical things she loved to do, like garden-
ing or walking back to the Deer Tail Creek, her mind
never stopped working. Please take a few minutes
then to read Evelyn’s gift to us all!

Figure 104-2. Evelyn
Churchill penned the
Declaration of Independence
from Corporation Oppression
and Destruction in 1992 and
modeled it after our country’s
Declaration of Independence. It
was delivered to the offices of
Gov. Tommy Thompson and
DNR Secretary George Meyer
on March 14, 1994. See CD
104-1 for an enlarged copy of
the original declaration, com-
plete with signatures, and CD
104-2 for an easily-repro-
ducible copy of the document.
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DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 
FROM CORPORATION OPPRESSION AND DESTRUCTION

as adapted by Evelyn Churchill from the Declaration of Independence

When in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to throw off the yoke of
oppression and destruction of homeland, and to assume among the powers of the Earth, the separate and
equal station to which the laws of nature and Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect for the opinions
of manhood requires that they shall declare the causes which impel them to act.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal with certain inalienable rights,
that among them are:

The right to pure groundwater to drink,

The right to fertile acres for nourishing food,

The right to uncontaminated air,

The right to the town-meeting as the forum for community decisions, as established with the founding
of these United States,

The right to make their own decisions concerning the natural resources, and

The right to hold sustainable jobs.

T hat whenever any corporation power becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to
alter or to abolish it and institute new laws that shall seem more likely to effect their safety and happi-
ness.

When a long train of abuses and usurpation, pursuing invariably the same Object, clearly shows a
design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, their duty, to throw off the yoke of
oppression and destruction and to provide new Guides for their further security.

S uch has been the patient sufferance of the citizens of Wisconsin and such is now the necessity which
constrains them to curtail the power of the oil and mining corporations. The history of these corpora-
tions in Wisconsin is a history of repeated injuries and usurpation, all having in direct object the estab-
lishment of an Absolute Tyranny over the citizens of Wisconsin in the matter of their Natural
Resources.

To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world:

Despite the razing of the virgin forests of northern Wisconsin and the diminishing of the wildlife and
wilderness areas that resulted, northern Wisconsin is still a land of great beauty and productivity. Its
lakes, streams, remaining forests and farmlands provide food and enjoyment and its groundwaters
pure drinking water for all who live there. Its tourism, agriculture and forestry occupations are the
backbone of the state’s economy.

But, now, like a thief in the night, the oil and mining corporations have taken control of hundreds of
thousands of farm and forest lands, with the intention of putting the final scorch to northern
Wisconsin.

Already, their announced discoveries denote plans for extensive mining all across northern Wisconsin.

The minerals lay within the ancestral territory of the Ojibwa, Potawatomi, Oneida, Menominee, and
Winnebago Indian Tribes. These lands have been retained by Indian Tribes, by treaty with the United
States, for fishing, hunting and other food gathering.

The northern orebodies are massive sulfide deposits (massive sulfide meaning over 50% sulfide min-
erals). The mining of such deposits results in acid and heavy metal pollution of the lands and waters,
with the potential for huge fish kills and poisoned groundwater, often long after abandonment of the
mines.

There is no cost effective technology for successfully preventing or mitigating such pollution.
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Without question, the pollution of such mining would deteriorate or destroy wild rice beds, fish,
wildlife, medicinal plants etc., and thus, unforgivably violate the Indian Tribes’ food gathering rights
on their ceded territories.

Although “Progressive” Wisconsin is renowned for its democratic ideals, the present leadership
seems blinded to the immoral and overpowering tactics used by the oil and mining corporations to
accomplish their goal of oil and mineral extraction.

The legislators were duped by the mining corporations into passing laws that actually permit the min-
ing corporations to destroy pure groundwater drinking sources, and that permit the mining corpora-
tions to destroy wetlands by mining in them and dumping toxic mining wastes into them.

The legislators were duped into passing laws that enable the mining corporations to bind local com-
munities and their heirs and Indian Tribes by contract terms that would hold them helpless while the
mining corporations gut out their countryside of its mineral wealth and devastate their lands and
waters.

Our leadership seems oblivious to the most damaging aspects of mineral exploitation by the oil and
mining corporations, including the following:

Unethical and suppressive measures used by the corporations to force people to accept their pol-
luting operations,

Breakdown of the local communities,

Serious long-term acid and heavy metal pollution resulting from the mining of sulfide minerals
as occur in northern Wisconsin,

Replacement of sustainable tourism, agriculture, and forestry industries with short-term “boom
and bust” jobs and swollen welfare rolls, that always accompany mining.

This will be the legacy of mining throughout northern Wisconsin if mining proceeds.

We are sick and tired of being “targeted” for the greed of the oil and mining corporations, their deceit,
bribes, lies and threats which force us to accept their suppression of our rights and destruction of the
ecological basis of life itself.

We cannot and MUST not stand idly by while the future of coming generations is being systematically
destroyed by the oil and mining corporations.

I n every stage of these oppressions, we have appealed to our legislators and state leaders for redress in
the most humble terms. Our repeated petitions have been answered only by repeated injury.

N or have we been wanting in attentions to our Department of Natural Resources, that was established
to be the Protector of our environment, land, air and waters.

We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity to disavow these usurpations by the oil and
mining corporations which would inevitably bring devastation to our lands, air and waters, and sick-
ness and death to nature and mankind.

T hey, too, have been deaf to the voice of Justice and Consanguinity. We must therefore, Acquiesce in the
necessity, and hold them as enemies of the Earth, and of the Health, Safety and Welfare of humankind.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the citizens of Wisconsin who have been aggrieved, assembled,
appealing to the Supreme Judge of the World, for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and
by the Authority of good people of Wisconsin, solemnly publish and declare, That these citizens of
Wisconsin are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent of the oppression and destruction of
their lands by the oil and mining corporations.

A nd, that as free citizens of Wisconsin, they have the full power to control their own natural resources
necessary for life itself, clean air, water and land.

A nd for support of this Declaration with a firm reliance on the protection of the Divine Providence, we
mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes and our sacred Honor.
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Before asking people to sign the declaration,
Evelyn got up to address the crowd at Lac du
Flambeau. Keep in mind that the little woman who
took the stage to talk about the document she had put
together had been maligned by Larry Mercando in a
most despicable way. She had been brushed aside by
the chairman of the Rusk County Board when trying
to get answers. She had felt the ominous pressure of
Kennecott’s officials and the weakness and timidity of
the DNR in standing up to those mining officials. But
she would not give up. She seized the opportunity to
talk to her concerned friends at the Protect the Earth
gathering to let them know what they could do in
these desperate times. 

Before going further, I would like you to pause and
read a few excerpts from what Evelyn said that day at
Lac du Flambeau (see below). Her words provide a real
insight into what motivated her to write the Declara-
tion of Independence from Corporation Oppression and
Destruction. Not only will you be able to see her tenac-
ity in fighting the buzzards, but her love and respect for
our nation, the northwoods of Wisconsin and the
Native American people who taught our forefathers the
principles of democracy.

For many years a copy of Evelyn’s Declaration of
Independence from Corporation Oppression and
Destruction hung in our kitchen, across from the wood
stove. We mounted it on tag board and covered it with
plastic to protect it from getting soiled. In 2003 Laura
had it professionally framed for me as a Christmas
present, which I really appreciated. Now it hangs on
the north wall of my bedroom (Figure 104-1). 

As was true of the original Declaration of
Independence, the document penned by Evelyn was
signed by individuals who approved and supported its
tenets (Figure 104-2). In particular, many of our
friends added their John Hancock to the declaration
on July 31, 1993. That’s when the 8th annual Protect
the Earth Festival was held at Lac du Flambeau
Reservation, about a hundred miles northeast of
Ladysmith. It also happened to be the exact same day
that Kennecott was holding its dedication ceremony
for the Flambeau Mine. I thought it was kind of
appropriate that as our friends were signing the
Declaration of Independence from Corporation Oppres-
sion and Destruction under sunny skies at Lac du
Flambeau, the mining company’s dedication cere-
mony was getting rained out at Ladysmith. 

Here are some excerpts from Evelyn Churchill’s speech at the
Lac du Flambeau Reservation on July 31, 1993 (CD 104-3):

The question is asked, now that Kennecott has been
permitted and is going great guns, why for heaven’s
sake do you keep on struggling? Why not stop and
just enjoy life as much as you can? But you know, we
simply can’t quit—at least not with a clear con-
science. We probably can’t stop Kennecott any-
more—but who knows for sure—greater miracles
have happened. But what we can’t have happen is a
string of Ladysmiths all across northern Wisconsin,
heaven forbid! So we continue on.

But you know, even though it is most discouraging to
see the destruction going on and feel helpless to stop
it, I am very encouraged for other reasons. I see a
new day approaching. I see cracks appearing here
and there in the armor of the corporations. Maybe it’s
wishful thinking, but again maybe not. …

As we go on, it becomes more and more clear that
you can’t have so-called “environmentally safe” min-
ing. It is in the very nature of the mining process
itself. Mining is destruction, and there is no way that
laws can be made to change that fact. It’s a trade-
off—either no mining and a safe environment or min-

ing and a devastated environment.

So now the question is, just what can we do to stop
the spread of the Kennecott disease? I want to take
you back a bit to the very beginning of the United
States, when the immigrants from Europe who set-
tled in this great continent were feeling the corrup-
tion, oppression and unjust taxation as a colony of a
foreign power, Great Britain, for the raw resources of
this continent. 

Did they just cave in and give up? Not on your life!
And they did something about it—at the very risk of
their necks! They declared their independence from
that foreign power; and had to fight a bloody war
because of it. Then these pioneers, valuing the free-
dom they gained, established a form of government
far above any other in Europe through which they
hoped to bring liberty and justice to all.

I want to point out something very important that you
may not know. The democratic ideals woven into the
new government came straight from their neighbors,
the Native American tribes! Did you know that? The
Indians had been practicing pure democracy ever
since who knows when, and our forefathers saw it
was good and adopted their principles of democracy.

Evelyn Speaks at Lac du Flambeau

http://wp.me/a2Qyvo-wm
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When I got up to speak to the crowd at Lac du
Flambeau, I was a bit more coarse than Evelyn in get-
ting my point across, as you can see for yourself (CD
104-4):

I am just burned up with the whole unholy mess! I
came here so we can get some strategy going to put
some brakes on Kennecott; and so we can make sure
that Noranda and Exxon cannot continue the rape of
northern Wisconsin with no regard for its citizens or
its resources. … I get tired of the fight and angry that
my energy is less than it once was. Sometimes I
believe that the Old West has the right idea. Our
state government has failed us; and we have to take
it back from the despoilers. … 

If your children mean anything to you, you can-
not sit back and let the corporations and rotten pol-
luters continue their aggression. Let’s band together,
shout from the roof-tops, raise whatever hell we
must; but let’s stop the corrupt polluters from further
destroying our way of life, our environment and our
political system! 

I am an old white man of Yankee extraction,
whose ancestors have been in what is now the U.S.
since early in the 1600s. I can tell you I feel much
closer to the Native people of Wisconsin than I do to

the misguided white people who have been responsi-
ble for destroying our environment, our resources
and our democratic system.

I extend my hand to the Chippewa, the Oneida,
the Menominee and the Potawatomi to join together
to stop the destruction of our beautiful Wisconsin. 

After Evelyn and I were done speaking at Lac du
Flambeau, a number of people stepped forward to
read and sign the Declaration of Independence from
Corporation Oppression and Destruction. We also took
the document to other gatherings over the course of
about a year, and by the time all was said and done,
64 people had signed it. That wasn’t too bad, consid-
ering that 57 people had signed the colonists’
Declaration of Independence in 1776! There was no
doubt that all who added their signatures to Evelyn’s
declaration shared a common resolve to “throw off
the yoke of oppression and destruction” put upon us
by the multinational corporations of the world.

But there is even more to tell you. Just as the orig-
inal Declaration of Independence was eventually pre-
sented to the colonists’ oppressors, we decided to
present our declaration to those who were oppressing

Why aren’t these facts being taught in our schools?
Good question.

Now, just as back in 1776, it seems that our immedi-
ate basic problem is the infringement on our rights
and physical surroundings and well-being by foreign
powers, this time in the form of multinational corpo-
rations, and that that is where we have to start.
Whether it is mining, the nuclear issue or waste dis-
posal, we run head on into the corporate powers.

So as a starting point, RCCAG, joined by the
Wisconsin and UW Greens of Madison and the Wolf
River Lakes and Streams Association, have declared
our Independence from Corporation Oppression and
Destruction. I will read a portion of our document,
modeled after the nation’s Declaration of
Independence, so you have an idea of what is in it. It
is also printed in larger type and mounted so you can
read it at your leisure and decide if you might not
want to join us. …

Fortunately, and this is so important, we can make
changes in our government if we find it does not
serve us properly, without going to war or without
violence of any kind. We should be thankful over and
over for the vision of those who put the constitution
together by providing for such changes.

Our declaration of independence from the oppression
of the corporation at this point is simply a statement

of our position, one that we feel can unify the envi-
ronmental groups and the Indian tribes towards a
shared goal- in other words, help us walk together.
This document will be presented to our state leaders
at the appropriate time. …

So once again, as in the beginning of these states,
the Native Americans are showing us the way. We,
now, as being many, many of us can bring about a
change in laws that will really protect our earth, curb
the powers of the corporations and ban the mining of
sulfide minerals.

I climbed my mountains, the gravel knoll behind our
barn, covered with oaks—where many of you pitched
your tents at the Protect the Earth Gathering in
1989—what a magnificent sight that was!

I saw a vision as I looked at the peaceful scene of the
Deer Tail Creek flowing through the pasture with alders,
elderberries and the thornapples along its banks as little
birds flitted in and out singing their songs.

I could see the larger picture of that scene repeated
throughout our Northwoods, and knew that it is our
sacred trust to forever preserve it.

I knew right then that we as a many of us, Native
Americans and immigrants together, can overcome—

We can overcome the evil force of the corporations
pressing in on us. Thank you.

http://wp.me/a2Qyvo-wn
http://wp.me/a2Qyvo-wn
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us. Yes, on March 14, 1994 Evelyn and I delivered a
copy of the Declaration of Independence from
Corporation Oppression and Destruction, complete
with signatures, to the offices of Governor Tommy
Thompson and DNR Secretary George Meyer. 

I remember the day well. Evelyn and I were in
Madison, along with hundreds of others, to partici-
pate in a rally urging the DNR to respect the rights of
citizens and put a stop to the mining of sulfide miner-
als in Wisconsin. It seemed like the perfect opportu-
nity to track down the powers-that-be and deliver our
declaration to them.

We did not get to see either Thompson or Meyer
face-to-face to discuss the declaration. But that didn’t
matter to us. I doubt that any of the colonists had a
chance to see King George either!

A few days after we took our Declaration of
Independence to Madison, Evelyn wrote a letter to
Governor Thompson to confirm that he had indeed
received the document and because she wanted to
explain the meaning of it to him. Here is an excerpt
(CD 104-5):

The 1994 “Declaration of Independence” is dedicated
to new laws in Wisconsin and changes in leadership
if necessary to obtain those laws—laws that will
throw off the yoke of unconscionable mining corpo-
rations, and that will empower the DNR to truly pro-
tect and improve Wisconsin’s air, land and waters, its
wildlife and fish habitat, and its forests—laws that
will insure the right of residents of the state and
future generations, to clean waters for drinking,
arable lands for nourishing food, uncontaminated
air, democratic civil rights, and their right to sus-
tainable occupations.

It is a violation of the basic democratic tenets of
the State of Wisconsin that multinational corpora-
tions are allowed to overcome and oppress the citizens

of Wisconsin while robbing them of irreplaceable
minerals and their clean environment, as has hap-
pened in Rusk County. … 

Citizen participation in mining decisions has
fallen to a near zero, because of the collaboration of
state leaders, lawmakers, and the DNR with the min-
ing corporations in the creation of laws and rules for
mining. It is time for those representing the citizens
of Wisconsin to serve those they represent, rather
than the multinational mining corporations.

Evelyn was hoping for a reply from Thompson, but I
don’t believe he ever wrote back to her. One could
only wonder if he or Secretary Meyer ever read her
Declaration of Independence from Corporation Oppres-
sion and Destruction or if they would have appreci-
ated the thought contained in it, if they had.
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of Independence from Corporation Oppression and
Destruction, 1992. 

CD 104-3. Speech given by Evelyn Churchill at the 8th annual Protect
the Earth Festival at Lac du Flambeau Reservation, July 31,
1993.
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