
Declaration of Independence  

from Corporation Oppression and Destruction  
 

as adapted by Evelyn Churchill from the Declaration of Independence* 
 

When in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to throw off the yoke of oppression and destruction of homeland, and to  

     assume among the powers of the Earth, the separate and equal station to which the laws of nature and Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect for  

     the opinions of manhood requires that they shall declare the causes which impel them to act. 
 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal with certain inalienable rights, that among them are: 

     The right to pure groundwater to drink, 

     The right to fertile acres for nourishing food, 

     The right to uncontaminated air, 

     The right to the town-meeting as the forum for community decisions, as established with the founding of these United States, 

     The right to make their own decisions concerning the natural resources, and 

     The right to hold sustainable jobs. 
 

That whenever any corporation power becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it and institute new laws that  

     shall seem more likely to effect their safety and happiness. 
 

When a long train of abuses and usurpation, pursuing invariably the same Object, clearly shows a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is  

     their right, their duty, to throw off the yoke of oppression and destruction and to provide new Guides for their further security. 
 

Such has been the patient sufferance of the citizens of Michigan and such is now the necessity which constrains them to curtail the power of the oil and   

     mining corporations. The history of these corporations in Michigan is a history of repeated injuries and usurpation, all having in direct object the  

     establishment of an Absolute Tyranny over the citizens of Michigan in the matter of their Natural Resources. 
 

To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world: 

     Despite the razing of the virgin forests of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula and the diminishing of the wildlife and wilderness areas that resulted, the  

     Upper Peninsula of Michigan is still a land of great beauty and productivity. Its lakes, streams, remaining forests and farmlands provide food and  

     enjoyment and its groundwaters pure drinking water for all who live there. Its tourism, agriculture and forestry occupations are the backbone of the  

     state’s economy. 
 

     But, now, like a thief in the night, the oil and mining corporations have taken control of hundreds of thousands of farm and forest lands, with the  

     intention of putting the final scorch to Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. 
 

     Already, their announced discoveries denote plans for extensive mining all across Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. 
 

     The minerals lay within the ancestral territory of the Ojibwe, Odaawaa and Potawatomi. Many of these lands have been retained by the Anishinaabe,  

     by treaty with the United States, for fishing, hunting and other food gathering. 
 

     The northern orebodies are sulfide deposits. The mining of such deposits results in acid and heavy metal pollution of the lands and waters, with the  

     potential for huge fish kills and poisoned groundwater, often long after abandonment of the mines. 
 

     There is no cost effective technology for successfully preventing or mitigating such pollution. 
 

     Without question, the pollution of such mining would deteriorate or destroy wild rice beds, fish, wildlife, medicinal plants etc., and thus, unforgivably  

     violate the Anishinaabe’s food gathering rights on their ceded territories. 
 

     Although “Progressive” Michigan is renowned for its democratic ideals, the present leadership seems blinded to the immoral and overpowering tactics  

     used by the oil and mining corporations to accomplish their goal of oil and mineral extraction. 
 

     The legislators were duped by the mining corporations into passing laws that actually permit the mining corporations to destroy pure groundwater  

     drinking sources, and that fail to protect wetlands from being drained, used as dumps for toxic mining waste or otherwise destroyed by mining  

     activities.  
 

     The legislators were duped into passing laws that enable the mining corporations to bind local communities and their heirs and Indigenous Peoples by  

     contract terms that would hold them helpless while the mining corporations gut out their countryside of its mineral wealth and devastate their lands  

     and waters. 
 

     Our leadership seems oblivious to the most damaging aspects of mineral exploitation by the oil and mining corporations, including the following: 

           Unethical and suppressive measures used by the corporations to force people to accept their polluting operations, 

           Breakdown of the local communities, 

           Serious long-term acid and heavy metal pollution resulting from the mining of sulfide minerals as occur in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, 

           Replacement of sustainable tourism, agriculture, and forestry industries with short-term “boom and bust” jobs and swollen welfare rolls, that  

           always accompany mining. 
  

     This will be the legacy of mining throughout Michigan’s Upper Peninsula if mining proceeds. 
 

     We are sick and tired of being “targeted” for the greed of the oil and mining corporations, their deceit, bribes, lies and threats which force us to accept  

     their suppression of our rights and destruction of the ecological basis of life itself. 
 

     We cannot and MUST not stand idly by while the future of coming generations is being systematically destroyed by the oil and mining corporations. 
 

In every stage of these oppressions, we have appealed to our legislators and state leaders for redress in the most humble terms. Our repeated petitions  

     have been answered only by repeated injury. 
    

Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our Department of Natural Resources and Department of Environmental Quality, that were established to be  

     the Protectors of our environment, land, air and waters. 
 

We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity to disavow these usurpations by the oil and mining corporations which would inevitably  

     bring devastation to our lands, air and waters, and sickness and death to nature and mankind. 
 

They, too, have been deaf to the voice of Justice and Consanguinity. We must therefore, Acquiesce in the necessity, and hold them as enemies of the  

     Earth, and of the Health, Safety and Welfare of humankind. 
 

We, therefore, the Representatives of the citizens of Michigan who have been aggrieved, assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the World, for  

     the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by the Authority of good people of Michigan, solemnly publish and declare, That these citizens of  

     Michigan are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent of the oppression and destruction of their lands by the oil and mining corporations. 
 

And, that as free citizens of Michigan, they have the full power to control their own natural resources necessary for life itself, clean air, water and land. 
 

And for support of this Declaration with a firm reliance on the protection of the Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our  

     fortunes and our sacred Honor. 
 

* Evelyn’s original document, penned in 1994 for use in Wisconsin, was modified slightly by Laura Gauger in 2008 for use in Michigan. 

Deer Tail Press, Duluth, MN, March 2016 


